Ah, Lord Gop! It is you who

e heavens and the earth [
by your great |

etched arm!

e control freak tendencies, look no

along road trip to a city (or jungle) you've
9t yore (think 25-50 years ago), what was the
o have before taking on such a destination?
have a map or an atlas. If you were traveling
rn to steer the car while simultaneously unfolding
(and then re-folding) that map to note your route, the next rest stop,
and any interesting sites you might encounter along your drive. Ever
read it wrong or have that map upside down? You could have driven

That's right!
alone, you ha
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100+ miles out of your way and not realized it
for hours! For some, that was more than okay.
It was freedom to explore before making your
way back to your intended route. Oh, the

gems you found whe eren't looking for

them! Modern techn ay’s vehicles,
however, virtually guar
lost, and you certainly won't need a horrendo

won't fit in the glove box anymore.

aroute, the GPS keeps you
on track, forcing you to “keep left™8 iatht.” Failure to do so results

leave the highway in se i rt of the navigational
package. The controld

Isn't that a lot li through life? It's so easy to say
that God is in con th into practice is an entirely
different ma roach to the obstacles in our lives

is to turn 4 [ hat tell us what to do instead of

lives to become a jungle of stress or
&Qur circumstances (or a drive) fall short
. So, what do we do about it? In a chaotic
world that’s i uggles for power and control, how can we, as
Christians, posse ith that allows us to trust in our future despite
what we see in our present? You can find the answer in the first five

words of the Bible: “In the beginning, God created.”
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What's in a Name?

From the opening verses of Scripture, a level of power is revealed
that is beyond our comprehension. Genesis 1 also reveals a God who

masterfully controls that power as He creates thing we see and

plurality, signifying that Gog of the Father, Son, and the
Holy Spirit. Throughout the Bible inually see this Godhead
working together as one j orks of power (see
Genesis 1:2, 26 and Colo

tion 4:11; Psalm 139:13-16; Psalm 33:6-9;
Psalm 19:1; Psalm 104:24;
Romans 1:20; Hebrews 11:3
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Though we have heard it many times, the creation story still gives
us an inspiring glimpse into God’s wisdom and power. Consider
how He took what was not yet imaginable a

rned it into reality.
He touched a world that was dark, formless, an out design, and He
gave it life, shape, beauty, and purpose. Go
He then began to produce plants, birds,
creatures and created them so that they might con
own existence by giving new life, each to its own kind. G

a vivid picture of power and control.

Many of us have heard the wonde nce before
we were old enough to walk. Wjg
world in six days, parted the
walls of Jericho. The danger W@13 ing our familiarity with these
amazing miracles to result view of His continued
ability to perform power

Conversely, the m
more inspired w avid was inspired by God'’s

ugh he probably knew little

know, the more we should be filled with awe
.Even now, He causes the seasons to change
that we experience both day and night. Is there
any doubt that He isTh control of the world He created? The knowledge
of the miracles of yesterday should lead us to acknowledge the control

He still has today.
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When we know God as Elohim,
we will find peace in the circumstances of today.

Verses for personal or discussion:

Job 38:4; 2 Timothy 1:12; Philippia
James 1:2; Colossians 3:15;

> who are called according
to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). finds His people tangled

wisdom and power to t d and bad, and work
them together to cr i cording to His purpose.

ilippians 1:6; Jeremiah 29:11

God’s work is n .Our God who powerfully created the world in
six days is the sam d who continues to work in our lives today (see
John 5:17, Psalm 51:10-12, 2 Corinthians 5:17). Our weaknesses, failures,

and sins as humans seem to continually pull us back toward chaos and
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darkness, but we can be assured through faith in His promises that God
will continually work on His people until His purpose has been fulfilled
(Philippians 1:6).

Here's the truth: God has a plan foryou.Ther f this thought should
give us all hope for our future, which is y aspiration
that we could achieve on our own. Tho
understand His plans (Ecclesiastes 3:11), we kn
control of our lives to Him is in our best interests, “Fo ain and
the snow come down from heaven do not return th
earth, making it bring forth and spr

to the eater, so shall my word be . h; it shall not

many wonderful things God created in the
inspire you the most and why?
3. What are so s that God is continuing to work in your life?

4. How does knowing God as the all-powerful Elohim help bring peace
and joy into your life as you continue your daily walk?
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